Cornwall Council report
Cllr Dick Cole
Time period: 24th February – 24th March 2019
Listed below are some examples of the work that I have undertaken
during the last month.
1.

Council meetings and related activities

I attended a number of formal meetings at Cornwall Council, which
included Full Council, Economic Growth and Development Overview and
Scrutiny Committee, Central Sub-Area Planning Committee, China Clay
Area Network, Electoral Review Panel (plus two meetings with officers
about the Community Governance Review for local parishes), plus
member briefings on a heritage strategy and the Community Governance
Review. In addition, I went to a briefing about the new arrangements for
“regional” planning teams within the unitary authority.
In the same period, I attended a significant number of informal meetings
with council officers and others. These have covered a diverse range of
topics including planning matters, housing policy and local traffic issues.
(see below).
In addition, I attended two meetings of St Enoder Parish Council and one
meeting of the working group for the St Enoder Parish Neighbourhood
Plan (see below).
2.

Other meetings and activities

I also took part in meetings of ClayTAWC – Clay Area Training Work
Centre (chairman), the Leader Local Action Group for South and East
Cornwall and the Community-led Local Development Local Action Group
for South and East Cornwall (vice-chairman).
3.

Planning matters

3.1

Neighbourhood Plan

The consultation into the “pre-submission” draft of the Neighbourhood
Plan for St Enoder Parish initially ended on Monday 18th February.
However, following comments from a local business, an extension to the
consultation was agreed until 11th March.
In total, twelve responses were received from local residents, six from
statutory agencies and ten from local landowners. The working group has
had an initial meeting to review the feedback received and further work
will be carried out in the next few weeks. A senior planning officer at
Cornwall Council is also looking at the document for the working group.

3.2

Carvynick Holiday Park

At the Central Planning Committee on 18th March, planning permission
was granted for 38 holiday units and an office/leisure building, with access,
layout and scale with appearance and landscaping reserved. The
applicants did not wish a holiday condition to be imposed on the 38 units,
seeking them to be unfettered residential properties, but this was not
supported at the meeting.
I supported the position of the case officer. In her report, she stated that
any proposal for housing does not comply with policies 3 and 21 of the
Cornwall Local Plan as Carvynick is not within or immediately adjoining
the settlement of Summercourt.
An appeal on a similar scheme at Carvynick, that had previously been
refused by the unitary authority, is with the Planning Inspectorate and will
be assessed in the coming weeks.
3.3

Extension to Indian Queens Cemetery

As I noted in my last monthly report, the preparation of the planning
application for the extension to Indian Queens Cemetery is one of my
priorities at the moment. I will be meeting with a senior planning officer
on Tuesday (26th March) to discuss what needs to be in the application.
3.4

Housing SPD

At the most recent meeting of Economic Growth and Development
Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 12th March, a proposed new draft of
a Housing Supplementary Document was discussed. I raised a significant
number of points of detail and attended a subsequent follow-up meeting
to ensure these issues were properly reflected in the final document which
will soon be going out to consultation.
4.

Traffic issues

I met with the local Cormac officer, Rachel Tatlow, on 7th March to
discuss a range of traffic issues. These were as follows:
-

Surfacing works

In the last couple of months, surfacing works have been undertaken at
Trevarren and on the A392 (near junctions with Atlantic Reach, Tresithney
and Trugo). With regard to the works on the A392, I have raised concerns
about the excessive damage to verges along Barton Lane, which was
caused by diverted traffic when the main road towards Quintrell Downs
was closed.
Works are also ongoing on the road from the A3058 (St Austell Street) to
Goonabarn, to the south of Summercourt.
The following surfacing works are timetabled for the next few months:

-

A3076 (from Mitchell and past Gummows Shop, which is
partially along the St Enoder Parish boundary): provisional date
is 10th-13th June.
A39 Highgate to Halloon: provisional date is 17th-27th June

Other locations are on the work programme, but not with dates as yet, as
follows:
-

Watery Lane near Black Cross
B3275 near Melbur Blockworks
Trefullock Moor.
Carworgie Way and Halloon Avenue, St Columb Road
Pocohontas Crescent and Princess Park, Indian Queens
The Drang, Indian Queens
Community Network funding

I have previously reported how I am keen for the Parish Council to be able
to use this funding scheme to purchase a mobile speed camera for the
local area and carry out calming works outside Summercourt School. We
discussed the issues around the running, maintenance and other costs of
the camera, as well as my unhappiness about the need for a “feasibility
study” costing £7,000 for any calming works outside Summercourt School.
I have been promised further feedback and I have requested a meeting
with the Cabinet member with responsibility for transport.
-

Improvements along A3058 (north of Summercourt)

Last year, I reported that Cornwall Council had been successful in its bid
to the Government’s Safer Roads Fund and has been allocated a total of
£1.1 million to carry out safety works to the road between the crossroads
at Summercourt and Quintrell Downs.
The funding will not be made available until 2020/2021 but work has
commenced on scoping what works will be funded. I have already made
representations that works need to be carried out within the actual village
of Summercourt and a meeting to discuss the nature of the interventions
will be held next week.
-

Other issues with A3058 (St Austell Street)

I have again raised concerns about known incidents of localised flooding
on the A3058 and issues with ditches, which have been brought to my
attention by local residents. Ms Tatlow has promised to investigate the
concerns raised.
-

Church Lane

St Enoder Parish Council maintains the ditch in Church Lane by the
Mission Church, even though it is not in the Council’s ownership. On 9th

November, Cllr David Hearl, the Parish Clerk and the Parish handyman put
dye down the road drain system on Pocohontas Crescent and the top end
of St Francis Road. This confirmed that all the road water is going into the
ditch in Church Lane and, as a consequence, the ditch is being worn away.
I soon after visited the site with Ms Tatlow and she agreed to look into the
situation. I have received the following update by email:
Following our site visit to the ditch at St Francis Road opposite
Victory Hall, I’ve reviewed the history of the site, and obtained
legal advice. The letter below was sent to the clerk to St Enoder
in 2006, and outlines the situation which still stands in the
present day.
The authority carried out some clearance work at the time as a
gesture of goodwill, but explained that further works would be
for the responsibility of the landowner or parish council.
I refer to my letter dated 9th August 2006 and I have now
received a response from our Legal section. The situation is that
although the water is from the County Council's roads [and]
runs along the ditch beside the private lane, the County Council
is not responsible for the maintenance of the ditch.
Similarly there is no documentary evidence to suggest that the
County Council constructed the chambers or laid the drainage
pipe to the outfall and therefore the County Council cannot be
held responsible for the flooding.
It is noted that after one of the heavy rainfalls a gully close to
the area of flooding on the private road had been cleared
because the debris was lying beside it.
Having said this I am prepared, as a gesture of goodwill, to
arrange for the ditch to be cleared and for the low section of
embankment to be rebuilt to prevent water leaving the ditch
and flowing down the road to the low spot. Once this work has
been carried out I think the responsibility for the maintenance
of the ditch, the chambers and the pipe will fall to either the
landowners or the Parish Council
It is clear to me that the Parish Council needs to make further
representations on this matter.
-

Request for “yellow box” markings at Carnego Lane junction
at Summercourt crossroads.

In terms of the above request, I received the following replay:
Further to the request for a yellow box marking … I’m advised
by our road safety engineer that it wouldn’t be appropriate to
change the KEEP CLEAR marking for a yellow box marking.

Yellow box markings are generally marked across the whole
width of a junction (exit as well as entry lane). At the location in
question, it would prevent anyone getting to the stop line here.
It is thought that the majority of occasions when a vehicle
wishes to turn right into Carnego Lane will be when both A3058
arms of the junction are simultaneously ‘green’ and they would
have to wait for oncoming traffic anyway, i.e. the perceived
‘congestion’ is not due to stationary traffic at the junction, but
to oncoming moving traffic unaffected by markings.
In conclusion the Keep Clear marking is the appropriate one for
this situation.
I also raised concerns about damage to the verge of Carnego Lane, but
the highway steward visited and took the view that none of the verge /
hedge damage was unreasonable.
-

Other issues

I am also continuing to follow up the below matters:
-

Safety issues at a number of locations including Toldish and the
school drop-off point on the Drang.
Traffic management plan for Indian Queens School agreed as
part of the planning consent for additional classrooms (which I
am also following up with the Education team at County Hall).
Parking problems at Penhale.
Double yellow lines

In addition, I am following up on my request that faded double yellow
lines are repainted.
5.

Police cover in St Enoder Parish

As reported in my last monthly report, I wrote to Inspector David
Meredith about the loss of a local PCSO. He has replied and stated that
the officer will not be replaced because of police cuts.
I am however pleased that Inspector Meredith will be attending the next
meeting of the Parish Council on 26th March.
6.

New bus contract

Cornwall Council is presently scoping the content of the bus new contract
for the period 2020 onwards and I have already met with the team to
discuss what might be provided through St Enoder Parish. They have
promised to keep me informed as they develop the various timetables and
I will, in turn, let people know what is proposed as soon as I have news.

7.

Visit of Indian Queens School to New County Hall

There are many positive aspects to my role as a Cornwall Councillor and,
for the third year running, I was able to welcome children from Indian
Queens School to County Hall for a visit. Two classes came to the council
chamber (along with a visit to the Shelterbox centre) and asked lots of
probing questions, ranging from local traffic issues, to climate change and
Brexit!
8.

Inquiries

During the last month, I have also helped numerous people with guidance
on a range of issues.

